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MILLER-KEYSTONE BLOOD CENTER LAUNCHES  
2014-15 ANNUAL APPEAL  
 
LEHIGH VALLEY, PA – Miller-Keystone Blood Center’s Development Department has announced the start of its 2014-15 

Annual Appeal. Funds generated through the Annual Appeal campaign will be used to underwrite several items 

critically needed by MKBC to support our community’s only blood program.  
 

“Miller-Keystone Blood Center makes a difference in people’s lives by inspiring thousands within our community to 

take action and ultimately, save lives,” said Sandra D. Thomas, Director of Development. “The financial support of our 

community is vital in helping us achieve our mission to sustain lives.”   
 

Thomas confirms that this year’s Annual Appeal focuses on four specific initiatives: 

 Wayne Leibensperger, Jr.  Memorial Bloodmobile.  In order to maintain blood services and continue to meet 

the needs of our community, MKBC must replace one of our current bloodmobiles. The new bloodmobile will have 

the capacity to reach a vast and diverse donor pool by allowing us to accommodate mobile blood drives in various 

locations. It will also meet the community’s increasing need for blood products by maintaining our capacity to 

collect from mobile drives, and will support the transfusion needs of more than 14,000 lives annually. The new 

bloodmobile will memorialize Wayne Leibensperger, Jr. of Salisbury Township (PA). Wayne was only 21 years old 

when he passed away in March 2014, but his generous commitment to donating blood every week he was eligible 

saved numerous lives.  

 Blood Donor Recruitment Scholarship Awards.  Our Blood Donor Recruitment Scholarship program is 

designed to encourage and reward high school blood drive chairpersons for their efforts in stimulating interest 

and increasing the available blood supply in our region. Through our scholarship program, it has never been easier 

for high schools to help their students earn scholarship monies towards their post-secondary education.  By simply 

hosting one or more blood drives with MKBC and achieving certain recruitment benchmarks, all participating high 

schools can guarantee one of their students a scholarship award.   
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 “My Blood, Your Blood” Education Program.   The future health of our community depends on educating 

our youth today on the importance of blood donation.  Our “My Blood, Your Blood” program was created to 

educate tomorrow’s donors about their body, blood and the circulatory system, and the importance of a strong 

blood supply.  The presentation is designed for use in elementary, middle or high schools, and can also be used 

by other community-based organizations, such as scouts or youth education programs. The program is 

presented at no cost to schools and community youth groups in the region served by MKBC.  

 Automated Donation Monitors and Mixers.  In order to recruit more volunteer donors to meet patient 

needs, the Blood Center’s financial resources are being challenged constantly, limiting us from advancing our 

necessary equipment and technology. Since MKBC is licensed and mandated by the FDA, we must have the 

most up-to-date, accurate technology at our blood centers and mobile drives so that we can safely and 

efficiently collect blood.  Automated Donation Monitors and Mixers are state-of-the-art devices that allow for 

increased and improved blood inventory and safety.  Without proper mixing and monitoring technology, 

collected blood is prone to clotting, making it unsuitable for transfusion.  MKBC is currently in need of 100 new 

monitor and mixing devices to ensure a successful blood donation process.  
 

“As a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization, Miller-Keystone Blood Center relies on the generosity of individuals and 

businesses in our community  to help us achieve our goals and remain true to our mission,” added Ms. Thomas. 

“For more than 40 years, we have been committed to ensuring that a safe and steady stream of red cells, platelets 

and plasma are available for accident victims, cancer patients, premature infants, and others in need of lifesaving 

transfusions in our regional hospitals. No gift is too small, and every gift counts towards our goal of saving lives...  

one pint at a time.” 
 

For more information on MKBC’s Annual Appeal, contact the Development Department at 800-B-A-DONOR (223-

6667) or visit GIVEaPINT.org !  
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